
South Marr Community Safety Group

Minutes of Meeting 17th January 2008

Aboyne Community Centre

Present: Ed Bushnell, Chairman Caroline Cowie
Norma Makin, Secretary Fiona Stalker
Keith Lawie, P.D. Officer Geoff Feeney
Mike Cassie, GF&RS Cllr Jill Webster
Jean Henretty Kate Rigby
Andy Cruickshank, Grampian Police

Apologies: Apologies from:- Moira Milne, Sandy Mann, Roddy Lees, 
Sheila Sedgwick and Insp Ednie
The Chairman welcomed Geoff Feeney to his first meeting. It 
was agreed that a letter of commiseration be sent to Sandy 
Mann who has broken his leg for the second time.

Police Review Andy Cruickshank reported that it had been relatively quiet 
over the Christmas and New Year period. Road safety 
initiatives for Aboyne and Ballater had been delayed, due to 
the need for Police presence at the ski centres, but would go 
ahead in February. The last weekend in January and the first 
in February would see a three street initiative in Banchory to 
combat vandalism between midnight and 4pm on Friday and 
Saturday evenings. 
The mobile Police van is to be used in conjunction with 
youth workers to have a presence at various venues.
Andy thanked the group for their support in getting a £1000 
grant from the Marr top up budget to purchase a Wii games 
console. This is to be used by all groups in Aberdeenshire. It 
was agreed to donate £190 for the overspend on the 
equipment.

Fire & Rescue 
Service Review

Mike Cassie said that ‘Take Control’ talks had been given to 
all 4th years at Aboyne and Banchory Academies. There has 
been a big uptake in the Home Fire Safety checks in both 
Aboyne and Banchory.

Minutes of 
Meeting held 
4th October 
2007

After addition of Lindsay Lumsden to the list of those 
present the minutes were approved, proposed Norma Makin, 
seconded Fiona Stalker

Matters Arising
a) First aid for 
young people

It was agreed that the Police, Fire & rescue Service, 
ambulance and NHS should join forces to put together a 
pilot study for a package to give basic first aid, reassurance 
to youngsters that getting in touch with emergency services 
is the correct thing to do and some awareness of what to do 
at the time if a friend/colleague overindulges in alcohol.

Keith, 
Andy, 
Mike

Finances £60 has been paid to Banchory Cycles for the discount 
vouchers on lights, helmets and reflective gear. It was 
agreed that the initiative should last for a longer period next 

Norma



winter, not just the three weeks before Christmas. Allowing 
for the £190 to be paid to the Police there is £3501.35 in the 
bank.

Network 
meeting of 21st

December 
2007

Kate reported that 2 development days were to be arranged, 
one in Banchory and one in Ellon for April/May, to pass on 
the information given at the Partner’s day in Pittodrie House. 
The Partnership are donating £500 to the Neighbourhood 
Watch Scheme.
The equivalent level of Community Safety funding will be 
included in each Local Authorities annual settlement so it will 
be up to each Council in their budget decisions to determine 
the funding to the groups.
The annual seminar is to be held on 12th April. Alex Salmond 
is to be invited to be the keynote speaker.
Keith said that Community Safety banners are available to 
be used at functions and banners will be produced for each 
individual group.
Ed raised the issue of safety hazards caused by Suds basins. 
The responsibility for their upkeep should be detailed in 
planning conditions.
Andy will investigate the possibility of getting the skid car 
once again.
Following the example of other groups it was agreed to ring-
fence £1100 of funds to assist young drivers in doing the 
Pass Plus exercise. The group will offer £55 to 20 individuals
wishing to take part. This brings the total amount of support 
to £100 when Aberdeenshire Council’s contribution of £45 is 
included. This will be promoted in the local press.

Kate

Norma

A.O.C.B.
a) Police 
request for 
funding

It was agreed to award £400 to Grampian Police to purchase 
500 slap bands for use during a campaign aimed at tackling 
inconsiderate parking, excessive and inappropriate speed 
and neglect of seatbelt wearing during the peak drop off and 
pick up times at primary schools in Upper Deeside. This will 
take place during the first week in March. 

b) Funding 
request from 
Homestart, 
Deeside

It was agreed to donate £100 to the cost of providing ID 
badges for Homestart volunteers and to give £74 for the 
specific purchase of the remaining 37 personal attack alarms 
from the Group’s supply. The Treasurer will purchase 
another 50 alarms to replenish the stock.

Norma

c) New Damar 
catalogue

Norma pointed out that the security supply company were 
using the Group’s ‘Speed Kills’ tax disc holder as an example 
in the catalogue. 

d) Urban 
Rodeo

Kate will see when the ‘Urban Rodeo’ roadshow is available. 
This highlights road safety for over 55 year olds.

Kate

e) Leaflets Rape and abuse support leaflets were handed out
Date of next 
meeting

March 6th, 7pm, Banchory Fire Station

Play-time Members of the committee were able to test drive the new 
Wii games console. Ed sustained the longest driving time 
due to the fact that he was travelling at 20mph.


